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Abstract:

Although infertility and sterility have literally the same sense, the inability
to procreate, each term has come to possess its own meaning in medicine.
Infertility implies a relative and potentially correctable condition, whereas
sterility 1s an absolute and irreversible one. There is still ambiguity regarding the
Arabic expressions to be used in correspondence to these medical terms, with
the expression (Okum) being mostly used. In the Arabic language, there are two
old similar terms, (Okur) and (Okum), both literally meaning the inability to
procreate. However, clear distinction between the implication of both terms was
not made, neither in the Arabic dictionaries nor in the interpretations of some
verses in the Holy Qur’an, where synonymous words should be assumed not to
exist. Critical revision of these references showed that (Okur) and (Okum) have
implications identical to infertility and sterility, respectively. (Okum) is at one
extreme of the spectrum of the relative condition (Okur), i.e. absolute (Okur).
Therefore, it is advisable to put these facts in consideration on using both terms

in medical practice.
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