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Abstract

This study aims to identify the nature of the way Palestinian websites dealt with
crime issues, and to determine the extent of Palestinian websites’ interest in crime issues,
the types of crimes that are of interest and their most important topics, and to determine the
type of sources (primary and media sources) and the objectives of publishing crime issues.
The study also seeks to determine the geographical ranges adopted by the study websites,
in addition to knowing the journalistic forms and the elements of support and the multimedia
used by the Palestinian websites in their handling of crime issues, as well as tracing aspects
of agreement and differences between the Palestinian websites in the way they deal with
crime issues.

This descriptive research adopted both the survey studies method that used content
analysis, and the method of studying mutual relations that involved using methodological
comparison. The tools of study were the content analysis form and deep interviews. And the
researcher relied on Agenda Setting Theory. The researcher selected a sample of Palestinian
news websites for the study, namely: the official Palestinian News Agency Wafa website,
Safa Agency website, and Dunya Al Watan website. The study period spanned between
1/1/2018 until 1/1/2020, and the content analysis involved studying all crime topics and
issues in the study websites amounting to (486) journalistic materials.

The content analysis study concluded a set of results, most notably are the following:

1- The “Crimes against Persons” category ranked first at a rate of (47.87%), followed
by the “Crimes against Public Order” category at a rate of (9.73%), then “Crimes
against the Family” and “Sexual Crimes” at (8.11%).

2- The “delegate” own source category came first, at a rate of (33.53%), followed by
the “multi-source” category at (23.25%), and the “correspondent” own source
category came in the third place at (13.78%).

3- The journalistic form of “press news” came first at a rate (85.80%), followed by
“press report” in second place at (12.55%), while the “news story” came in the last
place at (1.64%).

The study reached a set of recommendations, the most important of which are:

1- Palestinian websites should pay more attention to crime issues and topics, in
proportion to the reality of the crime and its extent, which requires serious and
continuous treatment by the Palestinian electronic press.

2- Focusing on the various topics of crime and its multiple classifications, and not
underestimating or neglecting some crimes, as this is a matter of social responsibility
that requires the journalist to educate the public and address everything that affects
the security of society.

3- The necessity of using multiple primary sources and diversifying media sources
while dealing with crime issues, by conducting further analysis and interpretation,
and to increase credibility with the public.
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