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A Comparative pragmatic Analysis of Hedging in Male's 
and Female's Political Discourse 
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Abstract   
  This study aims at investigating and analyzing the significance 

of ' hedging' in political discourse. Janet Holmes (1984) has 

discussed this concept from a pragmatic perspective. Later , 

Urbanova (2003) proposed a model which this study has 

modified to be applicable to languages in general. Hedges are 

metadiscoursal devices that can be used to express uncertainty 

and to attenuate the illocutionary force of a given speech act. 

Context is the major factor that determines the type of the 

linguistic device in use .                                                     

      There have been a number of researches dealing with the 

concept of ' hedging ' from different angles: political , scientific 

,pedagogical ,sociological , and religious . However ,  Arabic and  

namely Iraqi discourses have not been explored before at any of 

the aforementioned levels. Consequently , this research is 

based on an analysis of a corpus of (20) interviews conducted 

by the native English with the Iraqi male and female politicians 

in which the researcher makes several comparisons among 
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these four groups so as to arrive at a better understanding of 

the difference in the orientations of the groups discussed in this 

study . The results of the analysis have shown (i) there are 

different orientations of the four groups towards the use of ' 

hedging ' , (ii) avoidance is the most commonly occurring 

strategy of hedging that characterizes spoken political 

discourse , and (iii) hedging is directly and widely affected by 

the recipient's design . 

 

 المسرخهض
ًٍ يُظٕس ذٓذف ْزِ انذساسح الى اسرقظاء ٔتحهٍم يفٕٓو انرحٕط في الخطاب انسٍاسً . ض

( , تؼذْا قاو 4891في ػاو   Hedging )المفٕٓو انرذألي , ذُأند ْٕلمض يفٕٓو انرحٕط  
( في ذؼذٌم ْزا المفٕٓو نٍكٌٕ أكثش شمٕلاً  3002انكثير يٍ انؼهًاء ٔيٍ اتشصْى أستإَفا ػاو  

سح انزي يا ًْ الا سسائم نهخطاب انشا hedges)نهغاخ انؼالم كافح . ذؼربر أدٔاخ انرحٕط  
ٌسرخذو نهرؼثير ػٍ ػذو انرأكذ يٍ انشً أٔ نهرخفٍف يٍ حذج انكلاو . ٌٔؼذ انسٍاق ػايلا ً 

 سئٍسٍا ً نرسًٍح َٕع انٕظٍفح المسرؼًهح في انكلاو .
ذُأند انكثير يٍ انثحٕز ٔانذساساخ يفٕٓو انرؼضٌضاخ في الخطاتاخ انسٍاسٍح ٔانؼهًٍح       

ٍُح في كثير يٍ نغاخ انؼالم , تٍذ أٌ الخطاتاخ انؼشتٍح تشكم ػاو ٔانرؼهًٍٍح ٔالاجرًاػٍح ٔانذٌ
سهط ػهٍٓا الاضٕاء ضًٍ ْزِ الأطؼذج يٍ قثم . نزا اسذكض ْزا 

ُ
ٔانؼشاقٍح ػهى ٔجّ الخظٕص لم ذ

انؼًم ػهى انرحهٍم انرذألي نؼششٌٍ يقاتهح يغ سٍاسٍين لايؼين في انٕسط الأيشٌكً ٔانبرٌطاًَ 
ٔالإَاز نهرؼشف ػهى الاخرلاف في ذٕجٓاخ المجايٍغ الأستغ ضًٍ َطاق ْزِ ٔانؼشاقً يٍ انزكٕس 

( ٔجٕد فٕاسق في ذٕجٓاخ انسٍاسٍين يٍ كلا الجُسين نحٕ 4انذساسح . ٔقذ تٍُد َرائج انرحهٍم  
( انرحاشً أٔ انرجُة ْٕ أكثش ٔظٍفح شٍٕػا ً لمفٕٓو انرحٕط في الخطاب 3اسرؼًال أدٔاخ انرحٕط  

 يفٕٓو انرحٕط يشذثط تظٕسج يثاششج ٔٔاسؼح تٍُح المرهقً . (2انسٍاسً ٔ  

 
Introduction  

      Hedging has always been a subject of interest to linguists .Lakoff(1974:471) was 

the  first who used this term to describe " words whose job is to make things more less 

fuzzy ". Fraser(1975:189) elaborates on the concept of hedging (HG henceforth ) and 

introduces the term ' hedged performative '. He states that when certain performative 

verbs in English such as 'apologize, 'promise' , and ' request' are preceded by specific 
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models such as 'can' ,'must', and 'should' , they result in an attended illocutionary 

force of the speech act designated by the verb. 

 

 

 

 

Literature Review 

 

      Brown and Levinson (1987:146) developed the speech act aspect of HG. They treat 

HG of the illocutionary force of a speech act in more detail than Lakoff and Fraser. 

They emphasize that the true value of an argument is that ordinary communicative 

intentions are often potential threats to the co-operative interaction . Prince et 

al.(1982:83) draw a clear distinction between two types of HG: approximators and 

shields . The former type expresses fuzziness or vagueness of the propositional content 

itself and which therefore , constitutes a semantic phenomenon .The latter expresses 

fuzziness in the relationship between the propositional content and the speech which in 

turn deals with the problem from a pragmatic point of view .  

 

      The essential function of  HG is to indicate uncertainty on the speaker's part towards 

the truth value of a current proposition rather than conveying the writer's assurance 

which is expressed by attitudinal markers . Items are only hedges(Hs) in their epistemic 

sense and only then when they mark uncertainty .According to Clemen (1997:244), Hs 

may be distinguished or identified in terms of mitigation , avoidance of unnecessary 

risks , expectation of possible reactions from the addressee's part , recognizing 

vagueness as a way for modifying the responsibility of the speaker or writer for the truth 

or validity of a proposition .This is particularly applicable in political discourse . 

 

      Furthermore , HG can frequently be found in the genre of political interviews and 

political debates . It has attracted the attention of many scholars like Lakoff(1972) 

Brown and Levinson(1987) , Holmes (1990,1995) Clemen (1997), Hyland(1998,2005) 

and so many others. It gains its importance as it offers a way to fill a gap in the study of 

discourse and text analyses . However , the concept itself still continues to be unclear 
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and its uses by linguists are far from being wholly achieved. Nevertheless , the most 

appropriate definition of HG is presented by Lakoff (1972) which later becomes the 

starting point for several successive studies on the very phenomenon . It has been 

proved to comprise multiple facets ; therefore, this concept has been approached in 

different ways depending on the type and genre of the text under examination . Lakoff's 

first work draws the attention of many scholars to focus on the importance of some 

fuzzy and vague expressions . However ,his work,  in this general sense , has not offered 

on exhaustive explanation of HG.Thus , most of the subsequent studies have aligned 

their orientation towards the pragmatic aspects of a language instead of the semantic 

ones . 

 

Aims  

      First ,this study aims at achieving the following : 

1) Presenting the concept of HG and its concrete relationship to the understanding of the 

genre of a political speech act, namely political interviews . 

 

2)Tracking the strategies of HG that are used by politicians of different genders and 

nationalities . That is , arriving at a conviction to how far the four groups are similar or 

different in the arrangement  of  their  arguments in political discourse . 

 

3)Investigating the significance of HG as a typical means through which politicians 

mitigate or accentuate the effect of a speech act . 

Hypotheses 

      Assuming that HG is crucially affecting the politicians' speech acts , this study 

hypothesizes the following : 

1- Native English and Iraqi female politicians are more direct in their expressions and 

less vague than males in the genre of political interviews . They exploit HG expressions 

to prove that they are successful in holding important political positions. 

2-Male politicians , English and Iraqi, are less subjective and less involved with their 

audience than female politicians are . 
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Procedures  

      The research adopts the following procedures to investigate the hypotheses  of the 

research : 

1. Investigating the possible difference(s) between male and female political speakers 

through analyzing HG. 

 

2.Tracing not only the lexical items that function as Hs., but also the syntactic structures 

(e.g. passive voice ) prosodic devices (e.g. emphatic intonation ) and discourse devices 

(e.g. linking signals ) as possible strategies employed to render a message as hedged . 

 

3.Analyzing the pragmatic aspects of various linguistic means which would take into 

account the context in which the utterance occurs . This can be justified by the same 

expressions which can be interpreted as a HG marker 

 

Scope . 

 

      The current study limits itself to analyze (20) selected political interviews based on 

the difference of the frequency of occurrence of HG markers.The interviews are 

downloaded from the official websites of various international TV channels .The data 

are going to be analyzed according to Urbanova's Model (2003). 

 

Methodology  

Data Analysis  

     This section investigates the frequency of occurrence of HG in (20) selected 

televised interviews 

held with British , Americans , and Iraqi male and female politicians .There will also be 

a demonstration of the findings obtained from the analysis based on the differences in 

the frequency of occurrence of the intended functions in terms of genders and languages 

. 

 

Functions of Hedging  
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 From a pragmatic point of view , Urbanova (2003) proposes eight functions of HG 

used in face to face conversations in political interviews . Those functions are going to 

be exemplified with extracts from the English and Arabic data as follows. 

 

1- Negative Politeness  

      Negative politeness (henceforth Neg.P) reflects the need to avoid face threatening 

resulting from direct refusal , disagreement or criticism .Urbanova (2003:62) comments 

that this phenomenon is connected with the principle of modesty since it is a 

requirement in social communication when speakers do not like to appear authoritative 

or arrogant . Thus , a face to face conversation displays a tendency towards softening or 

minimizing the assertiveness of some speech acts . Expressions like , 'I think ', 'it 

would be better …' , ' I guess' , ' I don't think ', …etc.,help illustrate this function. 

 

Example (1) 

Schieffer : Some people say with our forces stretched within Iraq already, we might not 

be able to launch an attack on anybody . 

 

President Bush : Well, I..I..I..I would disagree with that . I think we 've got plenty of 

capability , but I..it ..it..it.. the first option , of course , is to .. is to solve this problem 

diplomatically , and that's where we are working to do . 

 

      The above extract displays that Bush is encountered with a confusing question 

about a very critical issue of the war against Iraq. The interviewee does not want to 

admit that the interviewer is actually telling the truth about the incapability of the 

American forces to launch another war against another country . Therefore , the U.S 

former president expresses his indirect disagreement by using the hedge phrase (I..I..I..I 

would disagree with that ) . What is worthy to emphasize here is the use of the 

epistemic modal verb ' would '. Contextually speaking, this verb may have different 

perspectives : it can be used to express Neg .P. It can also be used to ask for permission 

or a polite request , and it can function as an assumption( henceforth Asp). 

 



 

 2022( 1( انؼذد  12المجهذ    جايؼح ري قاس –مجهح كهٍح انترتٍح نهؼهٕو الاَساٍَح 
Journal of the college of education for humanities  Vol (12) No.(1) 2022 

 593 

Example (2) 

ٍقذً اىبشّبٍح : ٌُ ٠جذٚ فٟ الاعلاَ أْ اٌشعت اٌسٛسٞ ٠ش٠ذ ثشبس الاسذ , ٚفٟ ِصش خشجذ رظب٘شاد ِؤ٠ذح 

 ,ِٚثٍٙب فٟ ا١ٌّٓ ١ٌٚج١ب  ؟

ذٚي , ٗحؼ٘صٓ ّ٘ع ٍِ اىَ٘ض٘ػٞت , ٝإسفْٜ أُ ّؼٞش فٟ عصش اٌذ٠ّمشاط١بد  ُِ ابشإٌٞ اىدؼفشٛ : الاعلاَ 

 ِٚفب١ُ٘ الأسب١ٔخ 

 , 

      In this example the interviewee criticizes the press media which sometimes lacks the 

authenticity of broadcasting as the speaker believes .He uses the expression "  ٗحؼ٘صٓ ّ٘ع

 to appear very modest and to attack the media ٝإسفْٜ أُ ّؼٞش  " and " ٍِ اىَ٘ض٘ػٞت 

indirectly . The expression ' ' has its influence on modifying the illocutionary force in 

this reply since it mitigates the speaker' criticism and lightens the effect of the whole 

utterance. 

 

2- Positive Politeness  

       Brown and Levinson (1987:140) find that the strategy of positive politeness 

(henceforth Pos.P) is used when an utterance is oriented to the positive face of the 

addressee . In other words , it deals with a person's desire to be understood by others , 

and that desire is to be treated friendly . It is polite to show insight into the hearer's 

problems where the speaker would rather express involvement with the issues in 

question . This phenomenon is also viewed as a " discourse tactic which is closely 

connected with tact , modesty  , and generosity " Urbanova , 2003 : 60) . Pos. P. can be 

exemplified by expression like " a bit " , " a little bit " , " a bit further …etc . 

 

Example (3)  

Schieffer : Everywhere I go , I find people who don't know what it means . Seniors are 

going to the drug store . They don't know what their plan is . They 're all mixed up . Do 

you think that's because of mismanagement , or is this law just so complicated that it 

can't be administered ? 
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President Bush : I think …in all due respect , I think everybody having problems 

getting their drugs is not exactly what's taking place . Millions have signed up to a new , 

reformed Medicare .  

 

       The expression ' in all due respect ' relates to the positive attitude of the speaker . 

This strategy is very important in decreasing the social distance and increasing the 

effects of a positive speech act between the interlocutors . Therefore , politicians must 

show a positive relationship to their viewers and be frank and unreserved through using 

expressions that indicate positivity . Otherwise , they may have difficulties persuading 

their voters . Pos. P, as a strategy , is very close to that of  boosting . The difference 

between them relates to the speakers' intention whether to attenuate or accentuate 

his/her utterance . The former shows modesty , while the latter boosts up a particular 

message and reveals solidarity . 

 

Example (4)  

سٖٞش اىقٞسٜ :. ٘زٖ اٌّشح ٠جذٚ أْ الأزخبثبد رجشٞ فٟ أجٛاء ِٓ إٌبح١خ الا١ِٕخ ِّىٓ أْ ٔعزجش٘ب ا٠جبث١خ . ِب 

 ٟ٘ رحض١شارىُ ٌلأزخبثبد ؟                                

خ٘اد اىب٘لاّٜ : اٌحىِٛخ اٌعشال١خ ِزّثٍخ ثأجٙضرٙب الا١ِٕخ خصٛصب ً اجٙضح ٚصاسح اٌذاخ١ٍخ ٚاٌذفبع اسزطبعذ اْ 

ِٚٓ اٌحش٠خ  ٕ٘ خيق ٕبٛ اىبٞئت اىَْبسبت ٍِ الاٍِرؤِٓ ِسبحخ ٚاسعخ ِٓ وً اٌع١ٍّخ الأزخبث١خ. ٚاٌشٟء ا٢خش 

فٟ أْ ٠صً ٘زا اٌّصٛد اٌٝ ِشوض الأزخبة ثىً ساحخ ٚثىً اطّئٕبْ, لأٟٔ اعزمذ الاْ اٌّٛاط١ٕٓ أصجحٛا 

زٟ ٟ٘ رعط١ُٙ ِؤششاد فٟ أوثش ِٓ ِجبي ثبعزجبس ِذسو١ٓ أ١ّ٘خ ٘زٖ الأزخبثبد ٌّجبٌس اٌّحبفظبد اٌعشال١خ ٚاٌ

الاُ أصبحج ظشٗفب   أْ ظشٚف الآِ فٟ اٌعشاق   

                                                                         خٞذة .          

      The speaker in the above example is trying to ensure the voters that the preparation 

for the next elections will be better secured than the ones before . The phrases "  خيق ٕ٘

 are set to eulogize the " أصبحج ظشٗف خٞذة " and "ٕبٛ اىبٞئت اىَْبسبت ٍِ الاٍِ ٍِٗ اىحشٝت 

security forces which would be able to create a safe environment for the process of 

polling . This decreases the degree of stress and hesitation expected from the voters 

during the poll . 

 

3-  Assumption  
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  Assumption (henceforth Asp) is the act of making a tentative proposition to avoid a 

firm assertion to be detached from others' claims . This function can be expressed by 

modal verbs as " could ", " might ", " would " …etc; verb phrases like , " I assume " 

, " I suppose ", " I expect " …etc; or by adverbial expressions like , " perhaps", " 

possibly ", "supposedly "…etc . These epistemic models are means to make 

assumptions and other functions depending on context . According to Palmer (2001:50) 

, " the function of epistemic modals is to make judgment about the possibility that 

something is or is not the care". 

  

Example (5)  

Male : The difference between Korea and Iraq is purely based on oil , because Iraq's an 

oil –producing country and Korea isn't . 

 

Tony Blair : No, let me just deal with the oil thing because this is one of the …we may 

be right or we may be wrong , I mean people have their different views about why 

we're doing this thing ? 

 

      The British former prime minister is hesitant to give a firm answer about this 

proposition . This is very clear in the expression ,' we may be right or may be wrong '. 

He presents two probabilities simply because he is uncertain about the claim he states . 

The speaker also uses the plural personal pronoun ' we' which implicates others , that is, 

he is trying to avoid giving a subjective involvement that may lead to a personal face 

loss if the claim is proved to be wrong in the future . 

 

Example (6) 

ػبذ اىؼظٌٞ محمد : ٕ٘بن حّلاد اعزمبي ِٚذاّ٘بد أعزشض ع١ٍٙب سئ١س ِجٍس إٌٛاة اٌعشالٟ اٌزٟ لبي عٕٙب لبئذ 

   إِٟٔ أٔٙب حّلاد اعزمبي احزشاص٠خ , ٔعُ اسزبر.                                                                                 

                                             

ػضث اىشبْٝذس : اٌعلالخ ث١ٓ اجٙضح اٌذٌٚخ اٌعشال١خ , قذ حنُ٘ ْٕبك ٍَبسسبث مَب حق٘ه ِٓ لجً أجٙضح الآِ ٗىنِ 

                                 رمف ٚساء٘ب أجٙضح ِذعِٛخ خبسج١ب ً ٚداخ١ٍب ً . سبَب حنُ٘ أٍبً خشَٝت ٍْظَت
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      As with the previous example , the speaker makes an assumption about a certain 

hypothesis but the technique is different . He juxtaposes between a theoretical 

supposition of a random arrest  against some suspects when he says "  قذ حنُ٘ ْٕبك

ٗىنِ سبَب حنُ٘ اٍبً خشَٝت ٍْظَت  " and mitigation when he states "  ٍَبسسبث مَب حق٘ه  " as an 

excuse to what the interviewer presents . 

 

4- Unspecified Reference 

      Unspecified reference (henceforth Un.Ref.) is closely  related to vagueness . The 

speaker may use certain linguistic devices like , ' a sort of ', ' a kind of ', ' a thing ,' 

'something ' …etc ; either to hide a particular reference or not to reveal a certain piece 

of information . Urbanova (2003:64) argues that , " it is not always necessary or 

possible to make explicit reference to the extra linguistic reality and specify details ". 

 

Example (7)  

Schieffer : Is that an act of war against the United States on the part of the Iranian 

government ?  

President Bush : I'm not a lawyer . So act of war is kind of a …I'm not exactly sure 

how you define that . Let me just say it's unacceptable . 

 

      In the above example , the speaker uses the hedge, ' kind of ' because he is hesitant 

about giving a proper explanation to the phrase 'act of war ' . In so doing , he reveals 

his uncertainty and ignorance of the content of the message  . 

 

      

Example (8) 

ٝبسش أب٘ ٕلاىٔ : ٌىً ِٓ ٠زُٙ اٌس١بس١١ٓ ثأُٔٙ ٠مِْٛٛ ثإعّبي اس٘بث١خ... ألا ٠ّىٓ أْ ٠زُٙ ٘زٖ اٌزحشوبد اٌزٟ رضُ 

 الالاف ٚعششاد الالاف ثٕفس اٌزّٙخ ؟                              

 

اٝبد ػلاٗٛ : ِٓ ٠صذق ٘زا الارٙبَ ؟ ٚثب١ٔب ً ً٘ ٠ّىٓ اْ ٠زُٙ شخص رمجً اٌٝ حذ ِب , ٌىٓ اْ رزُٙ ِئبد الاٌٛف 

أُٙ  فلاُ ٗفلاُ ٗفلاُ, فٟ أدٌخ عٍٝ  ك أشخبص اخشِٝٗقذ ٝنُ٘ ْٕب...ِٓ اٌجّب١٘ش , ٘زا شٟء لا ٠صذق 
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                                                                                         عب١ٍِٓ ٔشبطبد اس٘بث١خ .              

                        

        The Iraqi former prime minister seems very cautious in his speech not to point  

directly to those who are acting against the demonstrators . He continues to use some 

other hedges like " ٝنُ٘ ْٕبك أشخبص أخشِٝ ٚلذ    "and  "  ُفلاُ ٗفلاُ ٗفلا " . These markers 

are actually  referring to his uncertainty towards people involved.  

 

5- Detachment 

  

      Urbanova comments on detachment (henceforth Det ) as being compiled with the 

wish of the speaker not to be on record to show commitment very openly in public 

(2003:64). Further , Chafe (1985:106) emphasizes that Det is evidenced in the use of 

passivizations and nominalizations and it is noticeable as part of the institutionalized 

spoken language . This function can be expressed by phases like , " I wouldn't say ", 

"self" and other reference pronouns like ,' I don't know ' , 'it's said ' , …etc. 

 

Example (9)  

Mr. Russert : Let me ask you this way . Doris Kearns Goodwin , presidential historian , 

I talked to her and she's been on MEET THE PRESS , talked about the qualities  in a 

president . And she said one of the most important is that you learn from mistakes 

.Looking back on your vote in October of 2002 , what can you learn from that mistake , 

the way you'll make decisions in the future ? 

 

Sen .Clinton : I would never do again what George Bush did with that vote .He 

misused and abused the authority that was given to him , I would not have given 

president Bush the authority if I knew he would deliberately misuse and abuse it 

… because you know , I was against a preemptive war .  

      The phrase " I would not have given President Bush the authority if  I knew he 

would deliberately misuse and abuse it " shows that the speaker thinks she has 

advantage over her rival by means of attacks  . She also tries to show her reservation not 
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to capitalize her position and to degrade her rival , the U.S former president George W. 

Bush ,through exposing his misuse of authority and his disadvantageous behavior . 

 

Example (10)  

 ص٠ٓ ِٛ ا٠بد علاٚٞ ش١عٟ .:  ػَبد اىؼببدٛ

: ا٠بد علاٚٞ ِٓ جٍسٕب ٠ٚبٖ أوثش ِٓ ِشح لٍٕب ٌٗ ٠ب دوزٛس أٔذ سجً عبثش ٌٍطبئف١خ لا رخٍٟ اٌطشف ػبىٞت ّصٞف

 : ٠عٕٟ وبٔٛا اٌمبدح اٌس١بس١١ٓ ٠زحسسْٛ ِٓ ِز٘جٗ ؟ ػَبد اىؼببدٛ .ا٢خش ث١ذٖ اٌمشاس

ٚاٌزٟ وبٔذ رخذَ ط١ف عٍٝ  ٗالله اّب ٍب اػشف شْ٘ ٝصٞش بْٞبحٌٖ أّب ػيٜ ببىقشاساث اىخٜ حطيغ :ػبىٞت ّصٞف

 حسبة ط١ف آخش .

 : ص٠ٓ ١ٌش سادٚا ٠ّٙشْٛ ا٠بد علاٚٞ ؟ ػَبد اىؼببدٛ

 أوٛ اجٕذح افزّٕٙب٘ب ِزأخشح. ٞشٍب اػشف الاخْذاث اىٜ بشٓ شذ ٝص : ػبىٞت ّصٞف

      The utterance "  ٗالله ٍب اػشف شْ٘ ٝصٞش بْٞبحٌٖ أّب ػيٜ ببىقشاساث اىخٜ حطيغ" and "  ٍب أػشف

 performs the function of Det .The speaker is trying to express, الاخْذاث اىٜ بشٓ شذ ٝصٞش" 

her uninvolvement with the behavior of her former party leader through using these 

hedges. Thus, she does not want to make outright assertions and show her commitment 

in public to detach herself from certain incoming consequences . 

 

6- Conversational Gambit 

      Conversational gambit (henceforth Con.G) can be expressed by the verb phrase , " 

I mean " when used as a transition element in a given conversation . However , evasion 

cannot be determined by a one-word expression , in that the whole utterance would 

perform the integration of measuring up such a tendency . Bhatia (2006:190) 

demonstrates that the Con.G is an important strategy which politicians adopt to make 

statements without giving information . 

Example(11)  

Michael Gordon : If you saw that the Iraqi government , under the dress of American 

withdrawals , was not making progress or if sectarian violence was beginning to 

increase in Iraq , would you call a halt to proceed anyway ? 

Senator Barrack Obama : It is important to understand that there are no good options 

in Iraq  I would not be surprised to see some spikes in violence as we begin the 

withdrawal . I think there is a way of managing this that keeps this violence 

contained .Now, the Iraqis are going to have to respond to a change in the security 
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situation inside Iraq , one way or another , and those in the region are going to have to 

respond as well. 

 

      The speaker in the extract above is giving little factual information . Thus , he could 

not name the exact way to contain violence in Iraq, 'there is a way of managing this 

that keeps this violence contained ' .This Con.G is also apparent in the expressions ,'a 

change ' and 'one way or another '. The two utterances could not exhibit a specific 

reference to the way of  making  change that the Iraqi government is going to uphold . 

 

  

Example (12)   

 قْبة اىششقٞت : ً٘ رعشفزٟ عٍٝ اٌس١ذح ٚصبي س١ٍُ أَ لا س١ذح حٕبْ ؟

حْبُ اىفخلاٗٛ : ٗالله اّٜ سأٝج اىص٘سة ٕٜٗ ص٘سة خَيٞت ٗىنِ اىص٘ث ىٌ أسَؼٔ , ٍذاخيت اىْبئبت طبىَب مبّج 

  ١ٍِخ ٚاعججزٕٟ اىخَٞٞض أٛ شٜء ٍِ ص٘حٖب ىنِ ص٘سحٖبحخحذد ىٌ أسخطغ 

      In the above example , the speaker continues to forward her excuses to the 

interviewer and to the audience . The utterance "  ِٗالله أّٜ سأٝج اىص٘سة ٕٜٗ ص٘سة خَٞيت ٗىن

 suggests that "   مبّج حخحذد ىٌ اسخطغ اىخَٞٞض أٛ شٜء ٍِ ص٘حٖب طبىَباىص٘ث ىٌ أسَؼٔ .ٍذاخيت اىْبئبت 

she hides the fact that she is fully acquainted with her colleagues in the parliament 

.Again she is evasive and elusive in her reply to save her face before her potential voters 

. 

 

7- Afterthoughts 

      In situations where the speaker needs to justify his/her claims , there is a tendency 

to add further information and explanation so as to be more persuasive and convenient 

in front of the  audience. Urbanova (2003:65) views afterthoughts (henceforth Afs) as a 

remark which amplifies the meaning expressed previously to specify the circumstance 

of a speech event . This function can be illustrated by utterances like , ' in other words 

', ' let me add ', 'I would say ',' I meant ', ' further ' , …etc . 

 

Example (13) 

Jon Sople : We 're not yet two years in , why did you decide to go so soon ? 



 

 2022( 1( انؼذد  12المجهذ    جايؼح ري قاس –مجهح كهٍح انترتٍح نهؼهٕو الاَساٍَح 
Journal of the college of education for humanities  Vol (12) No.(1) 2022 

 600 

Tony Blair : well I've set out all that last year . I mean it's not worth going back over . I 

mean, I think the most important thing is to make sure that for the time that remains as 

it were , you know , we've got a strong and energetic agenda that we're pushing forward 

and as you rightly have just implied internationally , the agenda is there . 

      The speaker in this example seems hesitant about what he says . He provides further 

explanations to render the first statement clearly . He uses the expression ' I mean ' 

twice to capitalize on his explanation . The switch between personal pronouns marks the 

speaker's lack of certainty in his speech . That is why he needs to appear confident in 

front of the audience . He first starts with the pronoun 'I' then moves to ' we' then to the 

pronoun 'you' to involve the hearer for the purpose of gaining a common agreement . 

Example (14)  

ٕ٘بن دساسبد أ٠ضب لـذِذ ِؤخشا ً أْ أزشبس اٌفسبد ٚٔسجخ اٌجطبٌخ إٌّزششح فٟ اٌعشاق ثشىً : ػبذ اىؼظٌٞ محمد 

 وج١ش ٚاٌٝ ِسز٠ٛبد خط١شح ٟ٘ أحذ أُ٘ عٛاًِ اٌعٕف ٚثمبء اٌعٕف فٟ اٌشبسع اٌعشالٟ , ِب سأ٠ه ثٙزا اٌىلاَ ؟

ٝشفض اىؼَيٞت اىسٞبسٞت لاّٖب حْبسيج ٍَب ٝؼخبشٓ ششا   اٍشٝنٞب   ٕٗزٓ ِٓ  سبٞو اىَثبهػيٚ : ٕ٘بن  ٗىٞذ اىضبٞذٛ

خلاي ثّبٟٔ سٕٛاد جبءد ثىً ٘زا اٌخشاة ٌٍشعت اٌعشالٟ , فعٕذِب  ٍقٞخٔ ٍذٍشة  ٍحبصصت اىؼَيٞت اىسٞبسٞت

ٗ عٍٝ ثشٚرٗ عٍٝ ِسزمجً ٘ٛ ِٓ ِٕطٍك سد فعً ٌٍّحبفظخ عٍٝ ٚحذح اٌعشاق عٍٝ شعج ...٠ىْٛ سد فعً ثٙزا اٌشىً

 اٌز٠ٓ ٠زصذْٚ ٌمٛاد الاحزلاي . أّب أقصذ٘زا اٌجٍذ , 

      The interviewee in this example , attempts to validate his speech by giving further 

explanations to what he proposes resulting in over-generalization which may lead to a 

face loss . Consequently , the interviewee is cautions in his statement and for this reason 

, he uses the phrases " ٍِ ٝشفض اىؼَيٞت اىسٞبسٞت لاّٖب حْبسيج ٍَب ٝؼخبشٓ ششا اٍشٝنٞب    سبٞو اىَثبهػيٚ 

"  and ٕٗزٓ اىؼَيٞت اىسٞبسٞت ٍحبصصت ٍقٞخت ٍذٍشة   to limit his intention and to avoid " أّب أقصذ

the criticism of the recipients . 

 

8- Downtoner 

     Attenuating the forthcoming message , in the general setting of political discourses , 

is one of the tactics politicians tend to employ . This happens by means of utilizing HG 

devices .In this regard , the face threatening acts are minimized and the heavy risk of 

opposition is reduced in order to save faces in front of the audience . Urbanova 

(2003:66) views downtoner (henceforth  Dot )  as " a procedure which results in the 

weakening of the illocutionary force in situation which would otherwise lead to a loss of 

face ". Expressions like , " I would say " , " actually ", " in fact " ,…etc.  or 
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expressions that reveal the speaker's hesitation due to the lack of commitment , the lack 

of accurate information , or unwillingness to reveal  certain information are best made 

use of to illustrate this function ; however , the context again is a decisive factor in 

realizing the actual function of these makers . 

 

Example (15)  

Schieffer : I want to ask sort of a philosophical question , and I just wonder , when we 

see some of these horror stories about torture and things that have happened in some of 

these prisons like Abu Graib , do you worry that may be we are losing the moral high 

ground in some way ? 

President Bush : There is no question. That's  why it was important for us to 

investigate , to expose , and to hold people to account so people see there was a 

consequence for the behavior , and that's why it's important for us to constantly 

remind people that are ..we have got a wonderful heart and we are a 

compassionate nation . Our HIV/AIDS initiative on Africa is saving lives , our 

malaria ..our antimalaria initiative on Africa is savings lives .We feed more of the 

hungry in the world . I mean , we are doing marvelous things ,…  

 

      The aggressive actions that happened in Abu-Graib have their negative impacts on 

the American troops in general and the American government in particular as identified 

by the U.S former vice-president , ' no question . That's why it was important for to 

investigate , to expose , and to hold people to account so people see there was a 

consequence for the behavior' . He then gradually moves to convince the international 

community that the real Americans are kind-hearted and have made a number of 

achievements to help people around the world " …it's important for us to constantly 

remind people that are ..we have got a wonderful heart and we are a 

compassionate nation . Our HIV/AIDS initiative on Africa is saving lives . We feed 

more of the hungry in the world . I mean , we are doing marvelous things '. The speaker 

follows the strategy of intensification to attenuate the coming parts of his speech . This 

tendency is regarded as one of the main powerful acts that politicians  follow to acquire 

the requirements of acceptability and forgiveness . 
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Example (16)  

 ٌعذ ١ٌش ِزحبٌف١ٓ ؟ أرا أزٛ ثىٍشٟ ِخزٍف١ٓ . أط١ٕٟ شٟ ٚاحذ أزٛ ِزفم١ٓ ع١ٍٗ .   اىحَذ :محمد

 لا أسخبرٛ لا أسخبرٛ الأطشاف الأخشٙ ٕٜ الأطشاف ... ٍشٌٝ اىشٝس :

٠عٕٟ احٕب شع١ٍٕب ثبلاطشاف الاخشٜ ؟ أحٕب أزخجٕبوُ ٚأزٛ رحبٌفزٛا ٠عٕٟ دخٍزٛا ثمبئّز١ٓ ثعذ٠ٓ  :محمد اىحَذ 

 رٛحذرٛا .

أسخبر أّج أخٜ أّج فٜ داخو ػبئيخل أٗلادك ميٌٖ ٍخفقِٞ ؟ ٗمينٌ ػذمٌ سؤٝت ٗحذة ؟ أمٞذ ٍخخيفِٞ  :ٍشٌٝ اىشٝس 

 ٝب أخٜ . فنٞف ببىنخيت ؟ 

      This example contains hedges through which the speaker can attenuate the message 

involved . In the beginning, the interviewee looks hesitant in giving the right answer to 

the question presented to her by" لا اسخبرٛ لا اسخبرٛ الاطشاف الأخشٙ ٕٜ الأطشاف" .She then 

uses the strategy of rhetorical questions to bridge the gaps in her reply" أسخبر أّج أخٜ أّج  

 A . " فٜ داخو ػبئيخل أٗلادك ميٌٖ ٍخفقِٞ ؟ ٗمينٌ ػذمٌ سؤٝت ٗحذة ؟ أمٞذ ٍخخيفِٞ ٝب أخٜ . فنٞف ببىنخيت ؟ 

rhetorical question, as a sub-metadiscourse marker , is context sensitive in the sense that 

it can serve both HG. and  BG. depending on whether the speaker's intention is to hedge 

or to boost . 

 

Analysis of  Hedging in the Interviews of English Male 

Politicians 

    The following table shows the distribution of HG. functions in the political 

interviews of  the native English male politicians . 

 

Table (1) : Hedging in the Interviews of  English Male Politicians. 

Hedging Markers Frequency of Occurrence Percentage 

Neg.P 79 7.0 

Pos.P 88 7.8 

Asp 364 32.5 

Un.Ref 231 20.6 

Det 55 5.0 

Con.G 66 5.8 

Afs 97 8.7 
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Dot 140 12.6 

Total 1120 100% 

 

      Table (1)reveals that the Asp function scores the highest frequency of occurrence 

among HG. in the political interviews of the native EMPs. The markers of this function 

appear (364) times . The politicians are mostly inclined to adopt the use of possibility 

and likelihood markers to disguise themselves from being firm with their assertions . 

Such adoption signals that the American and Englishmen of politics are hesitant from , 

non-committed to , and willing to withhold information  

infront of their audience. This tendency shows that these politicians prefer to appear 

uncertain rather than to lose face . 

 

      The second frequent function is the Un .Ref. It appears (231)times in the corpus of 

the American and British male politicians . Though the linguistic tools are different , 

this function is closely related to vagueness . Explicit references to particular 

personalities or events may not be possible or necessary ; therefore , politicians use 

these linguistic means to mask their purposes and avoid referring directly to the subject . 

 

      Dot is the third frequent function, appearing (140) times . Politicians endeavor to 

weaken the heavy burdened   illocutionary speech acts through adopting this function. 

The data entail that these politicians  are specifically keen on mitigating the negative 

effect of words . Consequently , they enroll different goals . Firstly , they show a fair 

success in downtoning the sensitive issues , especially those that are related to the war 

against Iraq .Secondly , they demonstrate a high involvement with their audience which 

after all results in strengthening their political stance and displaying their authenticity 

with regard to the subject matter proposed by the interviewers . 

 

      The fourth frequent function is Afs. It occurs (97) times in the selected interviews. 

This strategy is frequently adopted by those who do not want to appear evasive in the 

propositions . That is why they mend their speeches with extra explanations and 

justifications which consequently lead to make their speech acts more acceptable and 

more reliable . 
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      Pos.p and Neg.p are the fifth and sixth frequent functions . The former scores (88) 

in number , while the latter occurs (79) times . These two functions are close in their 

results . The major function of Pos.p is to decrease the social distance between the 

interlocutors . The American and British male politicians  focus on attenuating the 

sensitivity of the message through choosing these strategies . Consequently, it is less 

needed than the other functions . Equally important , Neg.p is a means whereby 

politicians mitigate the criticism against them in that they may politely reject others' 

claims . Thus, this function is connected with the indirectness of speakers' expressions . 

Politicians do not reject propositions directly ; instead , they use hedge markers to save 

their faces in front of their potential voters . 

 

      Con.G is the seventh frequent HG function in the interviews occurring (66) times . 

This function offers politicians the opportunity to be illusive and makes their awareness 

fuzzier than expected . The reasons behind this are either related to their lack of 

information or their will to avoid unpleasant truths , but behind all these motivations a 

political reason is also lurking . Due to these reasons , the politicians in question avoid 

opting for this device to show more involvement and understanding with their audience 

. 

 

       Lastly, is the Det . It records (55) instances . This rare  recurrence is due to the fact 

that those politicians show involvement with rather than Det from their audience . Thus 

,they can provide their audience with a good example of cooperation which is the basis 

of establishing a finer relationship with the listeners . The poor occurrence of the Det . 

also indicates that the American and British male politicians widely state their 

willingness to uphold responsibilities and commitments to their people . 

 

Analysis of Hedging in the Interviews of English Female 

Politicians           This section is devoted to discussing the results of the  English 

females' interviews as shown in Table (2). 

Table (2) : Hedging in the Interviews of  English Female Politicians 
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The above table shows that the highest score goes to Asp. function .Politicians are 

disposed to use this function to wrap themselves from being potentially assertive in their 

statements . The high frequency of this function proves that these speakers are hesitant 

and unwilling to reveal certain pieces of information . Nevertheless , what is worthy to 

note is that , sometimes , it is very difficult to determine if politicians do not really 

know the information or if they deliberately withhold it . On the contrary , they need to 

carry on such a strategy since some pieces of information are confidential and cannot be 

disclosed to the public . 

 

      The second frequent function is the Un. Ref which occurs (187) times. It stresses the 

fact that these women are typically inclined to be assertive in their replies . Equally 

important , female politicians use more potential and likelihood devices which express 

the degree of less certain quality . This is due to the fact that women find it more 

difficult to assert themselves in the field of politics .Thus , they shield themselves with 

these sub-metadiscourse markers ,i.e;(Asp .and Un.Ref) so as not to lose their faces . 

 

      The third frequent occurrence is the Pos.p which includes (85) instances . In their 

replies to the questions asked by the interviews and the audience , the EFPs are inclined 

Hedging Markers Frequency of Occurrence Percentage 

Neg.P 51 7.5 

Pos.P 85 12.3 

Asp 193 28.2 

Un.Ref 187 27.2 

Det 15 2.1 

Con.G 53 7.8 

Afs 29 4.3 

Dot 73 10.6 

Total 686 100% 
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to show a good use of Pos.p since it emphasizes what people share and so it diminishes 

the distance between the interlocutors . 

 

      Dot is the fourth frequent function , occurring (73) times . Relatively speaking , 

those women politely mitigate the negative effects and criticisms against them or their 

parties . The reason is that they try, by all means to be closer to their audience, 

mitigating a forthcoming  message . In return , the more the politician is successful in 

downtoning  the essence of criticism, the better his/her stance in the political arena will 

be . 

 

      Table (2) above displays that Con.G is the fifth frequently occurring function 

appearing (53) times . Evasion is one of tactics that politicians often follow . However , 

Con.G can be seen as a weak point against the speaker . Since this function is less 

tackled by the women under estimation , it can be perceived that they are direct and 

straight in the political interviews they give. 

 

      The function of  Neg.p occupies the sixth place, in recording (51) instances . The 

Neg.p strategy is used when an utterance is oriented to the addressee's negative face 

which in return seeks to compensate potential loss of face . The corpus analyzed shows 

that the EFPs have a keen interest in using the expressions of Pos.p as elicited by the 

aforementioned results . Therefore , this parameter informs the recipients  that these 

politicians are very selective in their speech , informative , and applicably avoid face 

threatening speech acts . Beyond these motivations , they constantly seek to be 

convenient and persuasive in politics . 

 

      On the same level of significance ,the function of the Afs. comes in the seventh 

position . It occurs (29) times only . This low frequency of this function is due to the 

nature of the EFPs' language . In other words , they are informative speeches in 

interaction . 

 

      The lowest frequently function is Det. with (10) instances only. This minor function 

is very advantageous to female politicians . It proves that they are very much involved 
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with and close to their audience . Hence , the greater the politician is involved with the 

interlocutors , the wider acceptability he / she gets . 

 

Analysis of Hedging in the Interviews of  Iraqi Male 

Politicians 

      This section is dedicated to dealing with the Hs. functions of the native IMPs. The 

following table demonstrates the distribution of these functions : 

 

Table (3) : Hedging in the Interviews of  Native Iraqi Male Politicians. 

Hedging Markers Frequency of Occurrence Percentage 

Neg.P 48 10.7 

Pos.P 23 5.1 

Asp 57 12.7 

Un.Ref 71 15.7 

Det 20 4.4 

Con.G 77 17.2 

Afs 47 10.4 

Dot 107 23.8 

Total 450 100% 

 

      Due to the current critical events in Iraq, the IMPs attempt to attenuate the heavy 

burdens the Iraqis are  shouldered with . This is demonstrated by the high frequency of 

occurrence compared to  Dot . among the rest . It occurs (107) times . Attenuating the 

illocutionary force of certain negative facts or attitudes has to do significantly with 

involvement . Table (3) shows Det as the lowest function as it involves only (20) 

instances . Det. is regarded as the direct antipode of involvement in which the 

interactional process comes to the stem while through Det, it is substantially subdued. 

Accordingly , the IMPs are rarely detached from their audience and are highly involved 

with them in the selected political interviews . 

 



 

 2022( 1( انؼذد  12المجهذ    جايؼح ري قاس –مجهح كهٍح انترتٍح نهؼهٕو الاَساٍَح 
Journal of the college of education for humanities  Vol (12) No.(1) 2022 

 608 

      The second hedge function is the Con. G. The IMPs employ (77) instances in the 

male corpus . This function is a means for politicians to preserve their faces in front of 

their potential voters . Through these linguistic tools, politicians may avoid referring to 

a point that seems to be confusing . Being aware of their responsibility and status, their 

answers are sometimes evasive and vague . Paradoxically , as the results in table (3) 

show, IMPs are privileged by adopting this function . In reference to the Iraqi male 

corpus , it has been found that these politicians incline to follow this strategy as a kind 

of mitigation . Since the Iraqi situation is very critical , they tactically enlist such hedge 

devices to attenuate the negative facts to avoid being illusive in their replies . 

 

      The third function is the Un. Ref. occurring (71) times . The IMPs are not perceived 

to show realities explicitly . The ultimate goals behind this, are to counterbalance the 

surrounding circumstances , not to incite the sectarian strife ,and motivate the Iraqis to 

support their political stances . 

 

      Table(3) illustrates that the fourth position is occupied by the Asp  occurring (57) 

times . The ultimate need to adopt such a strategy is to avoid firm assertions in front of 

the audience . The plethoric number of such a strategy is seen as a weakness on the side 

of the speaker . However , this type of Hs. is not so frequent in the genre of the  Iraqi  

men of politics. This is because politicians concentrate more on attenuating the content 

of their message than on the hearer involved . 

 

         The fifth function presented in the same table is the Neg.p which occurs (48) times 

. Similar to the frequent occurrence of this function is the Afs. It occupies the sixth rank 

with (47) instances . The general settings of the interviews have an interviewer  , 

interviewee (s) , and sometimes an audience . Through interviews , the modulators focus 

on eliciting the information from the interviewees . Almost all the interviewers ask  

politicians challenging questions and highlight the criticisms against them to meet their 

needs . The politicians' answers are decisive in determining their future political stances 

and they are expected to address such questions politely . Moreover , they need to show 

tact and modesty in their replies to the opposed criticisms . In the corpus of interviews , 

sometimes , the IMPs react against such criticisms without instant modifications 
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.Therefore, they use some linguistic markers so as to give more explanations or 

justifications to adjust what they say in order not to lose face . Due to this juxtaposition, 

it appears that the Neg.p and Afs. functions are close in their results to the Iraqi political 

men's interviews.  

 

      The sixth recorded function in table (3) is the Pos.p which records (23) instances . 

This sub-metadiscourse function is used to approximate the attitudes of interlocutors in 

an interaction . The IMPs show the least tendency to approach such a function , i.e., the 

social distance between these politicians and their audience is decreased, a matter that 

positively contributes to the maintenance of the speaker-hearer relationship. 

 

Analysis of Hedging in the Interviews of the Iraqi Female 

Politicians 

      This section is devoted to dealing with the functional distribution of  HG in the 

interviews of the Iraqi Female Politicians .Table (4) displays the frequency of 

occurrence of these functions : 

Table (4) : Hedging in the Interviews of  Iraqi Female Politicians. 

Hedging Markers Frequency of Occurrence Percentage 

Neg.P 43 9.8 

Pos.P 21 4.7 

Asp 81 18.4 

Un.Ref 110 24.9 

Det 10 2.2 

Con.G 60 13.6 

Afs 40 9.1 

Dot 76 17.3 

Total 441 100% 

 

      The occurrence of the function of  Un.Ref. is the highest. It occurs (110) times in 

the political interviews of the  IFPs . The reason why these politicians approach this 

function is due to their intention to strengthen their positions in the political arena which 
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is the most dominating one . Further , the attributing markers of certainty have their own 

complications if not proved true. Thus , these politicians avoid using fixed references 

and their answers are mostly mixed with uncertainty so as to protect their faces . 

 

     The second most frequently occurring function is the Asp which occurs (81) times . 

It is interrelated with the above marker from a pragmatic point of view . In their replies 

to the interviewers' questions , the IFPs. have frequently used expressions of modality , 

namely , the epistemic . This subcategory of modality is determined by the context , in 

that, it may hedge or boost an illocutionary force of a speech act . Under the rubric of 

HG, these politicians express uncertainty , doubt , and lack of commitment to the 

proposition . Through this approach , the IFPs. take into their consideration listeners and 

so offer them a hope for the future .  

 

      Dot. occupies the third position in the functional distribution of the HG. in the 

interviews of the IFPs which records (76) instances as shown in table (4) . The major 

role of mitigation is to weaken the illocutionary force of a given speech act . The IFPs 

are highly motivated to tackle this function in political interviews. They reflect modesty 

and intimacy and serve to attenuate the content of the given utterances. All these 

particles show that these Politicians are highly engaged with the hearers . This 

involvement helps support their position in politics. The sphere of politics is regarded as 

an area typical of men where women have a difficulty in asserting themselves . Besides 

, the Iraqi voters (males and females ) consider them unqualified to be in this position 

and they do not believe in their abilities . That is why the IFPs strongly endeavor to 

persuade the voters to show that they are the right persons for the positions they hold or 

aspire to hold . 

 

      Numerous examples of  Con. G are extracted from the Iraqi female political 

interviews illustrating this function . It is the fourth HG. function as presented in table 

(4) with (60) examples . Evasiveness in politics may be seen as a weak point on the part 

of the speaker; however , the data vindicate why these women utilize such a strategy . In 

different occasions , women's replies are not direct to the point and many parts of the 

questions asked by the interviewers are overlooked . This is due to two assumptions : 
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first , their lack of appropriate information and second , they possibly try to avoid  

giving answers that may spoil the sensitive situation . As to the first assumption , the 

IFPs have less access than men to the necessary information about the critical situation 

in Iraq. The second assumption has to do with mitigation . Women in this genre 

possibly attempt to contain the confusing particles that may lead to an unexpected 

reaction on the side of the political parties they represent or their rival parties . 

 

      Table (4) exhibits that the fifth frequently occurring function is the Neg.p, 

involving (43) instances . It is widely accepted that politeness (either positive or 

negative ) is a culture specific phenomenon . That is to say , the expressions that are 

perceived as positive or negative in English may not be conceived as polite in another 

language . Participants in a conversational exchange usually express the Neg.p to people 

whom they want to keep at distance . This means that this function stresses the social 

distance . Therefore , the IFPs show a less tendency to use this function since their 

interest is mainly focused on decreasing the social distances between them and the 

audience . 

 

      The function of the Afs is the sixth frequently occurring one as made clear in the 

above table . It occurs (40) times. The less frequent occurrence in the interviews of the 

IFPs indicates that their speeches are purposeful and perceivable to their audience . 

Therefore, they rarely need to amplify their replies . 

 

      The seventh function of HG is the Pos.p with (21) instances . This function is used 

to orient the positive face of the addressee . It aims directly to establish and strengthen 

the relationships between the interlocutors . This tendency is close to involvement . The 

IFPs exploit this tendency through highlighting the function of mitigation . Accordingly, 

it is evident that these women resort to use this function very rarely . Another evidence 

of the close relation between these Politicians and their audience is the scarce 

occurrence of  Det, comprising only (10) instances . The paradoxical relation between 

mitigation which is (resembled by involvement ) and  Det . suggests that these Female 

Politicians are felicitous in their relations with their people and very much involved 

with the audience's problems (similar to the low percentage of  Det. ). 
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Analysis of Hedging in the Interviews of  the English and 

Iraqi Male Politicians 

      This section is devoted to dealing with the distributional analysis of HG functions 

as used by the English and Iraqi male politicians . Table (5) illustrates the percentages 

and the frequent occurrences of these metadiscourse markers found in the (10) 

interviews with the speakers . 

Table (5) : Hedging in the Interviews of  English and Iraqi Male 

Politicians 

Hedging Markers Frequency of Occurrence Percentage 

Neg.P 127 8.1 

Pos.P 111 7.0 

Asp 421 26.8 

Un.Ref 302 19.3 

Det 75 4.7 

Con.G 143 9.1 

Afs 144 9.2 

Dot 247 15.8 

Total 1570 100% 

      The above table shows that Asp. function occupies the first position as it occurs 

(421) times in the intended corpus . Two distinctive sub-metadiscourse markers can 

feature in the function of the Asp., which are modality and hesitation, reflecting 

potentiality and likelihood . 

 

      Via this technique , these politicians shroud their own ideologies which they convey  

in veiled expressions of caution so as to depict themselves as reserved but honest 

politicians . As to hesitation , these politicians are repeatedly encountered by  a pile of 
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confusing and challenging questions presented by the interviews and /or the audience . 

These kinds of questions would misbalance the force of their speech acts either due to 

their lack of reasonable and convincing replies or their unwillingness to divulge  certain 

information to the public . Thus , they deliberately adopt certain particles to emphasize  

issues that might not be met in the future . 

 

      The former selected interviews contain also expressions that refer to potentiality but 

with a slight difference . Deontic  modality can also be observed in the interviews of 

the English and Iraqi male politicians . They make use of such deontic expressions 

when they seem to be bewildered in front of their audience.  The aim is to devolve 

particular responsibilities on others in order to wave their political commitments and not 

to show hesitation towards issues of necessity that may sound odd in the political arena . 

Consequently , these politicians  impose obligations upon others to spare them the loss 

of their faces and to get rid of such kind of allegiances . 

 

      The  analyzed televised political interviews reveal that the Un.Ref. is the second 

most frequently used function by the American, British  and  EMPs. As shown in the 

table above , there are (302) instances of this technique . This HG function is another 

way to mitigate the force of a speech act that may otherwise damage the politicians ' 

political careers or the positions they hold . That is why they mostly provide very 

notable and bulky examples of uncertainty in terms of their indefinite and indirect 

references to people who may be thought in charge of certain responsibilities towards 

their people . 

 

      The two functions above are radically different from the function of Det. The former 

ones enable the speaker to reduce their responsibilities diplomatically without making a 

straight indication that the speakers are trying to detach themselves from their audience , 

while the latter refers directly to speakers who verbally detach themselves from their 

people .Thus, this function occupies the lowest position among other HG functions (see 

table 5) . The table also shows that the Det. markers occur only (75) times. These 

politicians do not prefer to disengage themselves very openly from the public since this 

would lead to degrade their propositions in front of the audience  . 
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      Another aim that these politicians have in mind is how they are typically capable of 

mitigating the force of speech acts which are mostly parameterized in political crises . 

The Iraqi issue is confusing on both the Iraqi side as well as the American and British 

side . As to the Iraqis , they persist to decrease or even clear up the heavy burdens 

imposed on the Iraqis due for the violence in Iraq . As for the American and British 

politicians , they stereotypically endeavors to mitigate the Iraqi issue to persuade their 

audience and justify the actions of the (2003) war against Iraq so as not to lose their 

faces in front of their people and the whole international community . 

 

      Table (5) shows that the results of the Afs. and Con.G. are very close .However, the 

former exceeds the latter in few instances . The function of Afs. records (144) examples 

, whereas the function of  Con.G. records (143) instances . The low frequency of 

occurrence of these two functions is due to the high occurrence of the Asp. And 

Un.Ref. The EMPs and IMPs adopt the latter function since they may redirect  their 

speech act towards a better understanding . This makes it clear that these politicians 

rarely need to explain and justify their propositions . The investigation of the speech 

markers demonstrates that they also tend to be evasive and indirect on various but not 

over numbered occasions . When doing so , they fall back to decrease the state of being 

illusive in order to reinforce their speech acts with justifications and explanations . 

 

      The Neg.p and Pos.p occupy the sixth and seventh ranks successively . The former 

includes (127) examples and the latter occurs only (111) times .Politicians pay less 

attention to the utterances of  Neg.P. This entails that they do not care much to mitigate 

the face threatening act resulted from direct criticism or refusal . As regards the latter 

strategy , the results reveal that the male politicians are close enough to their people . 

This is why they occasionally tend to activate this strategy in interviews . 

 

  Analysis of Hedging in the Interviews of  the English and 

Iraqi Female Politicians 
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      This section demonstrates the functional distribution by HG. in the political 

interviews of the English and Iraqi female politicians . Table (6) reveals the results of 

the ten interviews analyzed . 

 

Table (6) : Hedging in the Interviews of  English and Iraqi Female 

Politicians 

Hedging Markers Frequency of Occurrence Percentage 

Neg.P 94 8.3 

Pos.P 106 9.4 

Asp 274 24.4 

Un.Ref 297 26.4 

Det 25 2.2 

Con.G 113 10.0 

Afs 69 6.1 

Dot 149 13.2 

Total 1127 100% 

 

      The table above shows that the highest  HG. function in the interviews of the 

female politicians is the Un.Ref. It occurs (297) times which indicates that these women 

are inclined to use unclear references to detach themselves from being held in charge of 

issues which may ruin their political positions . Due to the critical political positions 

they hold, female politicians restrict themselves and avoid direct references to names 

and events so as not to trigger possible serious conflicts among parties or people in their 

countries . 

 

      Closely related is the result of the Asp. as the second ranked HG. function : It is 

another important strategy used to mitigate critical political scenes . It involves (274) 

instances in which women evince a strong influence on the use modality to express 

potentiality and mitigate the forthcoming messages . In politics , female politicians so 

far need to duplicate their stances and prove that they are able to have superior political 

acceptability . These sub-metadiscourse markers of Asp. function make it possible for 
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females to generate utterances of probability that preserve their challenge from being 

ramped . These politicians are not fit enough to experience politics even in modern 

communities . Thus , they strongly try to manifest all the stuffs (e.g; expressions of 

uncertainty ) so as to be on the safe side and far from being involved with issues that 

may not be proved true in future . 

 

      The function of  Dot. is the  third category and it occurs (149) times . It is another 

important strategy that female politicians overtly resort to in the political interviews . 

They catalogue a high ranked conviction that attenuates the illocutionary force of a 

speech act as important as the other strategies are . However , this HG. category appears 

a less frequent in comparison with the previous functions . The reason why female 

politicians switch to capitalize on the functions of Un. Ref and the Asp. is because they 

realize the need to prove themselves as successful in their careers as their counterparts . 

Nevertheless , this does not mean that they would not downtone the serious nature of  

political events . 

 

      The fourth frequent function is the Con. G, recording (113) examples . It enables 

the speakers to escape certain confusing situations when there is a shortage in their 

information or they are unwilling to say certain things in politics publicly . Female 

politicians tend to accomplish this technique so as not to lose face before their audience 

. Further , being not supplied with the needed information is conceived of as a point of 

weakness in the political arena . Thus female politicians utter , on various occasions , 

vague utterances instead of confirming unrealized potentialities that may affect their 

political stances . 

 

      The fifth HG. function is the Pos. p. which appears (106) times . Its linguistic 

expressions help the speakers to be close to their audience .These expressions are very 

likely essential in mitigating the speech acts that heavily burden the recipients. 

However, female politicians pay less attention to Pos.p . because they alternatively 

focus on mitigation . 
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      The Neg. p . is another technique to which these politicians pay less attention. It 

occurs (94) times and is used to attenuate the criticisms against the interviews .The 

results in table (6) show that there is clear evidence that female politicians do not care 

about mitigating such criticisms . Instead , they place much more emphasis on issues 

related to their political stances and to the techniques that would better serve the 

purpose of involving them with the audience . This consequently reinforces their 

political career. 

 

      The function of Afs . occupies the seventh position . The number of the markers is 

(69). This low occurrence is due to the language that female politicians use in their face 

to face conversations . That's , they largely  punctuate their utterances and avoid vague 

utterances . Thus , they rarely need to reevaluate or reinforce their acts of speech with 

additional justifications and clarification . 

 

       

 

The least function is the Det. as it only contains (25) instances . These politicians ,both 

English and Iraqi , avoid being uninvolved and detached from their audience . This is 

due to the fact that the closer a politician is to his/her people , the more chances s/he has 

in occupying superior political position.  

 

 

Analysis of Hedging in the Interviews of the  English and 

Iraqi Male and Female Politicians 

      This section seeks to analyze the results of the interviews of  both male and female 

English and Iraqi politicians . Table (7) shows the frequencies of occurrence of  HG. 

functions.        

Table (7) : Hedging in the Interviews of  English and Iraqi Male and 

Female               Politicians 

Hedging Markers Frequency of Occurrence Percentage 

Neg.P 221 8.2 
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Pos.P 217 8.0 

Asp 695 25.8 

Un.Ref 599 22.3 

Det 100 3.7 

Con.G 256 9.5 

Afs 213 7.8 

Dot 396 14.7 

Total 2697 100% 

 

         As shown in the above table , the function of Asp. records the highest occurrence 

as it appears (695) times . This result means that politicians , in general , prefer to make 

use of this function since it enables the speaker to safely balance his/her attitude and 

save the face if otherwise an utterance does happen to be fulfilled in the future . 

 

      The second frequently occurring function is the Un. Ref . It appears (599)times . 

This technique is another good helper for politicians to dedicate enough space for 

themselves and hedge the illocutionary force of their speech acts . The most gregarious 

tool which features in this function is the use of depersonalization, which enables the 

speaker to refer to a person or an event allusively. Thus , politicians can reveal certain 

political particles that the audience  is eager to know about  covertly . 

 

      Dot is the third position occupied by the HG. Function. It occurs(369) times . 

Politicians , in general , seek to decrease the tension that might create crises . They try 

to contain such crises to achieve several goals : (1) they need to preserve their political 

stances ; (2) they are in charge of controlling and wrapping off all surrounding political 

needs ; and (3) they try  strongly not to lose their faces in front of  their audience . All 

these justifications elevate the rank of the Dot . However, according to the results in 

table (7) , politicians resort to the Asp. and the Un. Ref . strategies to attenuate the force 

of the speech act more than the Dot. strategy since the latter may affect less the essence 

of the very illocutionary force . 
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      The fourth HG. function is the Con. G. which records (256) examples . Con .G.  

enables the speaker in face to face conversations, namely political interviews , to twist 

their replies when they are encountered with embarrassing questions . When the tools of 

this marker are over-numbered , this means that the interviewees are not successful in 

approaching the objective and attenuating a given speech act . Moreover , they would 

lose face and may not obtain the acceptability of this function which does not resemble 

a highly record rank among other functions. This indicates that politicians realize the 

need to be direct and straightforward in their replies instead of being evasive . 

 

      The fifth HG. function is the Neg. p. which comprises (221) instances . This 

suggests that politicians pay less attention to the tactics of downtoning criticisms against 

them during their interviews . Further , these politicians offer less space to such kind of 

criticisms and they believe that it is better for them to neglect rather than address these 

criticisms . So, all the attacks against them affect them slightly . 

 

      The Pos. p occupies the sixth position, recording (217) examples . This low 

frequency of occurrence is advantageous in the sense that the Pos.p acts to bring politic  

close to their audience . The result of this strategy is very poor , a matter that suggests 

that the interlocutors are close enough and their relationships are firmly buckled up. 

Consequently , politicians rarely fall back to employ the Pos.p in their discourse . 

 

      The seventh HG. function is the Afs. It occurs (213) times . This result is close to 

the one of the Pos.p, that is , the result is also advantageous because the involved 

speech acts are not going to be significantly mended or reoriented . This means that 

these politicians perform fertile perlocutions which need no further explanations and 

justifications . 

 

Discussion of Hedging Results 

      The following table and figure show the HG. results arrived at from the selected 

interviews. 

Table (8) : Hedging Functions  
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1 9 19 61 30 8 12 22 22 

2 23 8 107 79 19 25 9 29 

3 15 19 72 30 7 8 13 27 

4 23 26 69 66 13 16 33 32 

5 9 16 55 26 8 5 20 30 

6 6 24 47 53 3 16 8 16 

7 10 30 39 42 2 7 2 11 

8 13 14 23 29 5 6 2 18 

9 8 2 28 22 2 13 2 15 

10 14 15 56 41 3 11 15 13 

11 8 4 9 15 4 11 13 12 

12 13 8 17 23 6 20 11 34 

13 13 6 16 18 5 13 8 19 

14 12 3 11 8 3 13 8 25 

15 2 2 4 7 2 20 7 17 

16 13 4 11 18 2 10 3 15 

17 7 5 21 21 2 12 5 19 

18 14 4 13 23 0 14 17 12 

19 6 3 21 34 3 14 10 20 

20 3 5 15 14 3 10 5 10 

Total  221 217 695 599 100 256 213 396 

Percentage 

 

8.2 % 8.0 % 25.8 % 22.3 % 3.7 % 9.5 % 7.8 % 14.7 % 

       

 

 

 

 

 

Figure (1) : Hedging Function 

Multiple Comparison of Hedging Functions  
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        This section  provides discussions of the HG. functions utilized by the four groups 

of politicians :the Emps, the EFPs, the IMPs, and the IFMs. 

Table (9)  displays the frequency of occurrence of the function of the Neg.p as 

employed by the four groups .  

 

Table (9) : Distribution of Negative Politeness  
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79 1120 7.0% 51 686 7.5% 48 450 10.7% 43 441 9.8% 

        Neg. P is one of the strategies that is followed by politicians to show their 

disagreement indirectly and to react diplomatically so as not to sound too authoritative 

in their replies . The EMPs use this strategy the least in that appears (79) times with the 

percentage (7.0%). The EMFs employ this strategy (51) times only, i.e. (7.5 %) . The 

IMPs top the list in this category as they employ (48) instances i.e.,(10.7%). They used 

(43) instances with the percentage (9.8 %) . This suggests that the English politicians 

are more realistic and less superficial in their replies , while the Iraqis often employ 

artificiality and evasion in their reactions and answers . This finding is also supported 

by the results of the function of the Con.G.  

 

      The Pos.P is required when speakers claim intimacy with their interlocutors . Such 

kind of attenuation is utilized to express low Det and high involvement with the 

recipients' problems . The following table demonstrates the frequency of occurrence of 

this function as used  by the politicians. 
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          Table (10) : Distribution of Positive Politeness  
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88 1120 7.8% 85 686 12.3% 23 450 5.1% 21 441 4.7% 

       The EMPs employ this strategy (88) times with the percentage (7.8%) . The EFPs 

use the Pos.P (85) times, i.e. (12.3 %) . The markers of this function are used (23) times 

, i.e.(5.1%) by the IMPs and (21) times with the percentage (4.7%) by the IFPs . 

Evidently , the IMPs  and the IFPs are slightly motivated to show insight and curiosity 

towards the audience . Further , they structure their speech acts to focus on strategies 

that may attenuate the present Iraqi political crises since this country is passing through 

exceptional circumstances where the politicians are the most important actors. These 

results are supported by the high frequency of occurrence employed by the Iraqi 

politicians in the function of the Dot . On the other hand , the high frequency of 

occurrence by both the EMPs and the EFPs suggests that they are very concerned to be 

involved with and close to their interlocutors in creating a genuine impression of 

mutuality  and reciprocity. 

 

      The Asp is the highest strategy whose function is connected with potentiality and 

likelihood . The characteristics of the very function enable speakers not to affirm certain 

attitudes and to save their faces if what they propose would not be fulfilled in future 

.This leaves a room for politicians to negotiate various potentialities and their opinions 

are open to alternative interpretations by the recipients . Table (11) illustrates the 

distribution of this function in the data of the study : 
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          Table (11) : Distribution of Assumption  
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364 1120 32.5% 193 686 28.2% 57 450 12.7% 81 441 18.4% 

 

      The table above illustrates that the EMPs use (364) examples with the percentage 

(32.5%) and thus , they are the highest in employing this function . The second group is 

the EFPs . They use this strategy (193) times or (28.2 %) of the data. The IMPs are the 

least in utilizing this HG strategy . It has only been used (57 ) times or (12.7 %) . The 

IFPs frequently use the Asp markers (81) times , i.e.(18.4%) . Thus , they employ this 

strategy more than the IMPs and less than the English politicians do. This high 

frequency of occurrence suggests that the EMPs and the EFPs are highly inclined to 

assume rather than predict public attitudes publicly in that they do not want to take full 

responsibility through avoiding firm assertions . As to the IFPs , they tackle this 

function lesser than the English politicians do since they try to be more assertive and 

straightforward in their interviews . The IMPs, on the other hand , emphasize the 

strategies that downtone the serious political events rather than shield themselves or 

build rapports with the audience . 

 

      The Un.Ref is another important HG strategy that politicians employ to mitigate the 

illocutionary force of a given speech act . Through the indirect reference to a particular 

persona or event , they can achieve different goals : firstly , they covertly spell certain 
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tips that people are eager to know; secondly , politicians would detach themselves from 

being involved with others' suggestions in that they use a less involved attitude towards 

propositions that might not be predicted easily. Table (12) below demonstrates the 

frequency of occurrence of this function : 

 

          Table (12) : Distribution of Unspecified Reference  

 

       The table above shows that the EMPs use this strategy (231) times which forms 

(20.6%) , while the EFPs employ it (187) times with the percentage (27.2%) . As to the 

IMPs, they tackle (71) instances of the Un. Ref in the interviews which constitutes 

(15.7%) . The remaining group is the IFPs . They use (110) instances , i.e.(24.9%) of 

this function .The percentages of the HG markers used by each group suggest that the 

EFPs record the highest score . This signals that they highly stress this strategy because 

they face a more difficult position in asserting themselves as successful politicians in 

the field of politics . The IFPs record the second highest score as they find it necessary 

to use this function for the same reason , but less than the EFPs. As to the EMPs and the 

IMPs, they are less concerned with this strategy for two reasons :firstly , they do not 

need to prove themselves as qualified politicians as women do; secondly , their intention 

is detaching rather than involving themselves with other's claims which may otherwise 

influence negatively the validity of their political decisions . Relatively , the EMPs and 

the IMPs manifest different HG strategies that have more concrete influences on their 

voters than the function of the Un. Ref . 
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      The Det is the least frequently used function. It is used only (100) times in the 

corpus . This is demonstrated in the table below: 

 

             Table (13) : Distribution of Detachment  

 

 

F
u

n
ctio

n
   

EMPs EFPs IMPs IFPs 

F
req

. 

T
o
ta

l H
s 

%
 

F
req

. 

T
o
ta

l H
s 

%
 

F
req

. 

T
o
ta

l H
s 

%
 

F
req

. 

T
o
ta

l H
s 

%
 

D
et 

55 1120 5.0% 15 686 2.1% 20 450 4.4% 10 441 2.2% 

           The EMPs use the Det markers (55) times , i.e.(5.0%) ; the EFPs produce (15) 

instances which records (2.1%) ; the IMPs use (20) examples , i.e.(4.4%) , and finally , 

the IFPs employ this function only (10) times with the percentage (2.2%) . The results 

of the EMPs and the IMPs indicate that female politicians try to be closer to and more 

involved with their potential voters so as to support their political stances. However , 

this function is not so frequent in political interviews , a matter that can be attributed to 

the intention of politicians who often express involvement with rather than detachment 

from their audience . Further , the low frequency of occurrence of this function can be 

interpreted in that politicians , in general , cannot be completely detached from the 

public since their objective is to gain voters and not to lose them . Therefore , it would 

be difficult , if not impossible , to influence their potential voters if they detach from 

them . 

 

      The Con .G. is associated with the tendency to avoid commitment to the speakers' 

suggestions that make their answers indirect and not straightforward . Politicians 

employ this function so as to withhold certain pieces of information and/or protect 

themselves from criticisms. Table (14) below explores the various distributions of the 

function . 

  Table (14) : Distribution of Conversational Gambit  
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66 1120 5.8% 53 686 7.8% 77 450 17.2% 60 441 13.6% 

     The EMPs use (66) markers of the Con.G with the percentage (5.8%) , while the 

EFPs employ (53) instances (7.8%). The IMPs utilize this function (77) times or 

(17.2%) .The IFPs use (60) markers which constitute (13.6%) . Successively, the IMPs  

and the IFPs are highly evasive and less straightforward in the political interviews they 

give as compared to the English politicians . This high frequency of occurrence is due to 

their intention to withhold necessary information and to protect  their political positions 

. Alternatively, the EFPs and the IFPs, with a slight substantial difference in the 

frequency of occurrence, they use this strategy less than the Iraqi male politicians since 

the former needs to prove that they control their language and express themselves to the 

point . This is relatively related to their intention in defending their positions in front of 

their audience and further to assert themselves in the area of politics . The results 

suggest that the IMPs and the IFPs implement this strategy more than the English 

politicians do . This result supports the assumption that the Iraqi politicians are artificial 

and evasive in their replies to the questions presented by the interviews or raised by the 

audience . 

 

      The Afs function is often used when the speakers need to modify and justify their 

statements , especially when they feel not comfortable enough in their speech acts . 

Table (15) shows the frequency of occurrence of this function as employed by the four 

groups of politicians : 

 

          Table (15) : Distribution of Afterthoughts  
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A
fs 

97 1120 8.7% 29 686 4.3% 47 450 10.4% 40 441 9.1% 

 

   The results in table (15) suggest that the EMPs and the EFPs pay less attention to 

modify their statements and utterances in the interviews. The former uses the Afs 

markers (97) times with the percentage (8.7%) , whereas the latter uses (29) instances , 

i.e.(4.3%). The low occurrences of this HG function are symmetric with the results 

obtained from the function of the Con. G . In other words , the English politicians are 

more straightforward and less evasive in their replies than the Iraqis are . The IMPs use 

(47) markers of the Afs or (10.4%). The Iraqi politicians are highly inclined to employ 

evasive markers in their speech acts . As a result, they need to mend their speech rather 

than the English politicians do . Hence , they duplicate the use of the Afs function to 

make their replies more convenient and persuasive . The IFPs are more straightforward 

than the Iraqi males since they use  the Afs strategy in the interviews analyzed. These 

results emphasize again that female politicians need to prove themselves as successful 

and qualified enough in the political arena more than males do . 

 

      The Dot is a fundamental HG strategy used to attenuate the forthcoming parts of the 

utterance in which the illocutionary force of the proposition is weakened .Thus , it is 

important  for politicians to highlight the use of this function , especially in political 

crises . Table (16) displays the results of the Dot function held with the politicians 

involved in this study : 

 

Table (16) : Distribution of  Downtoner  

Function 
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     The table above demonstrates that the EMPs employ this strategy (140) times which 

forms (12.6%), while the EFPs utilize it (73) times with the percentage (10.6%) . The 
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IMPs employ 107 instances , i.e. (23.8%) in their interviews , while the IFPs use (76) 

examples which constitute (17.3%) . These percentages suggest that the EMPs pay less 

attention to be highly engaged with mitigation markers . The EFPs are the least to care 

about involving themselves with mitigation because they promote strategies that stress 

their political positions rather than attenuating the illocutionary force of the speech acts 

through downtones . On the contrary , the IMPs highlight this function due to the 

critical political situation in Iraq in that they may possibly cast off the burdens on the 

Iraqi people's shoulders through employing the Dot markers in their speech acts . The 

IFPs also adopt this technique , but the frequency of occurrence is less than it is with the 

Iraqi males . The reason is that their intention to prove themselves successfully in the 

political area rather than mitigating the political crises in Iraq is via employing 

attenuation markers as the IMPs do . 

 

Conclusion  

      . The analysis of the data has arrived at the following conclusions: 

 

1. The total number of Hs used by male politicians is (1570) while female exploit 

(1127) Hs markers . 

2.The total number of Con .G markers used by male politicians is (143) , while females 

employ (113) instances. This result validates the hypothesis that female politicians are 

more direct in their expressions and less vague than males in the political interviews . 

 

3.Male politicians record (421) examples of the Asp function , while females implement 

only (274) instances in their data . This function is typically related to the degree of 

involvement with the audience and to the subjectivity of the speaker. This , in turn , 

fulfills the hypothesis which states that males are less subjective and less involved with 

their audience than females do . 

 

4.The IMPs are very much inclined to attenuate the forthcoming  messages which 

influence the force of any given act of speech .The manifestation of this strategy makes 

it possible for the Iraqi politicians to cast off the burdens on the shoulders of their 

people . This is why it occupies the first position in their data . 
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5. The Det strategy is not so frequently used in the sense that all politicians avoid it . 

This is due to the fact that the politiciansۥ  intention is to show involvement with rather 

than Det from their voters . Further , politicians focus not only on the transmission of 

information and facts , but also they want to establish a good rapport with their 

interlocutors . 

 

6. The EMPs are highly motivated to show modesty and tact with their recipients than 

the rest . This corresponds to the result of the function of  Pos .P. 

7.Politicians show a very poor interest in responding to the criticisms against them as 

seen in the low frequency of occurrence  of the Neg. P strategy .  
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Interviewees' Biography 

1- Alia Nsaif (2007-2014) is parliamentary member (2007-2014), (State of 

Law Coalition), and a Member of the Affairs and Parliamentary 

Development. 

2-  Anthony Charles Blair (1997-2007) is a British Labour Party politician 

who served as the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom. 

3-  Ayad Allawi (2004-2005) is an Iraqi politician, and was the interim 

Prime Minister of Iraq prior to Iraq's 2005 legislative elections.  

4- Barack Hussein Obama(2009-2014) is the 44th and current President of 

the United States.  

5- Ezzat Al- Shabander (2007-2014) is parliamentary member (State of 

Law Coalition). 

6-   George Walker Bush (2001-2009)is an American politician and 

businessman who served as the 43rd President of the United, States of 

America.  

7- Hanan Al-Fatlawi (2007-2014) is a parliamentary member, (State of Law 

Coalition), and a Member of the Affairs and Parliamentary Development.  

8- Hillary Diane Clinton (2009-2013)is a former United States Secretary of 

State, U.S. Senator, and First Lady of the United States. She was the 67th 

Secretary óf State, serving under President Barack Obama.  

10-Ibrahim AI-Eshaiker Al-Jafari(2005-2006) is an Iraqi politician who 

was Prime Minister of Iraq in the Iraqi Transitional Government from 2005 
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to 2006, following the January 2005 election. He was previously one of the 

two Vice Presidents of Iraq under the Iraqi Interim Government. 

 

11. Jawad Al-Bulani (2006-2010)served as the Interior Minister of Iraq 

within the Council of Ministers under Iraqi Prime Minister Nouri al- 

Maliki. 

12- Maha Al-Duri (2007-2014) is a parliamentary member ( Al-sadder 

Movement) and a Member of the Parliamentary Commission on 

Human Rights in the second round of elections. 

 13- Maryam Al-Rayes (2007-2014) is a parliamentary member and the 

adviser of Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki. 

14- Waleed Al-Zubaidy (2004-2014) is an Iraqi political analysis, writer, and 

a parliamentary candidate. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


